
Bridge Point Elementary August 2, 2017

Dear BPE Families, 
I had a wonderful summer spending time with my 
family while finding some time to relax. I have been 
back to work for a little over 2 weeks now and things 
have been a lot calmer as I prepare of the school year. 
Last year at this time, I was still trying to find a house, 
move from Frisco, and pack-up my oldest son as he 
headed off for his freshman year of college. What a 
difference a year makes! 

I hope everyone is enjoying all that summer has to 
offer—relaxation, being outside, and family time. Our 
2017-2018 school year is just around the corner and we 
are eagerly anticipating the arrival of our new and 
returning Bridge Point students and families as we 
kick off another school year .You may have noticed 
construction going on this summer around BPE. Over 
the summer, our HVAC system was completely 
replaced, the library was painted and every classroom 
received new carpet. Sometime after the following 
school year, additional work, such at new tile and paint 
in the hallways, will be needed to complete the 
updates inside the building.
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New School Hours 

New this year, school hours are 
7:40-2:50. The first bell will ring at 
7:33 and the tardy bell will ring at 
7:40. Students are permitted in the 
building through the cafeteria 
doors starting as early as 7:15 am. 

Important Dates 

August 15: Kindergarten Play Date 

(10-11AM) on the BPE lower 

playground (hosted by Booster Club)  

August 16 @4PM: Teacher Assignments 

postings on Skyward Family Access 

August 17: Kindergarten Back-to-

School Night (6-7PM) for parents only 

August 18: Bobcat Welcome (8-10 AM) 

August 21: First Day of School 
(7:40-2:50 PM) 

Who is my teacher? 

Class lists will be posted on 
Skyward Family Access at 4:00 
PM on Wednesday, August 
16th. Returning parents will 
continue to use existing log-in 
information from 2016-2017 
school year. New parents will 
use the login information 
created when you enrolled 
your child.

2017-2018 

BACK TO SCHOOL LETTER 
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We are working hard to grow as a district and school in the area of Social-Emotional Learning 
(SEL). The district has adopted set competencies and a set curriculum for this coming school 
year. Starting this year, morning meetings will be an expectation for every homeroom 
classroom. Morning meetings will take place at the beginning of each day and last for 
approximately 10-15 minutes. Research shows that students feel more connected, safe, and 
listened to when they are part of a classroom that embraces meaningful dialog through 
morning meetings. 

Students, staff, and our community will continue to participate in Morning Assembly each 
day.   However, we will keep a more consistent schedule, reserving Fridays for special 
announcements and recognitions. 

Monday-Thursday Morning Assembly Agenda:  
✦Pledge of Allegiance, Texas Pledge, Moment of Silence
✦Birthdays
✦Wirht Wall of Fame (SEL Recognition)
✦Leader of the Pack (PE Recognition) 
✦Life Skill Introduction (1st Wednesday of each month by BPE counselors)

Friday Morning Assembly Agenda: 

✦Monday-Thursday Agenda Items
✦Patriotic Song of the Month
✦Recognition of 5th Assembly Leaders
✦Booster Club/EEF Announcements
✦Additional special announcements 

We are excited to start the year; we welcome several new educators to our fantastic team! 
Please be sure to take a moment to learn a little more about our newest BPE staff members. 
Bios and pictures of our newest staff are on the following pages.

All my best,

Heather Meek
Principal
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Steven Bitner—Kinder Spanish Immersion Teacher 
I am a native Austinite and graduated with a BA in Spanish from Texas 
A&M (Gig ‘em)! After college, I moved to Dallas where I earned my teaching 
certificate. This will be my 10th year in the classroom! Three years ago, I 
moved back to Austin 3 years ago and most recently have been teaching 
Kinder-5th grade Spanish in Leander ISD. I'm extremely excited to be at 
Bridge Point and embarking on the Spanish immersion journey.  
When I'm not teaching I enjoy getting together with friends, working out, 

and running. I'm currently training for the Portland half in October.  

Margaret Wellman—3rd Grade Teacher 
I am from New Orleans, Louisiana. I moved to Texas to attend 
the University of Dallas and graduated in May of 2015 with a 
Bachelor's Degree in Interdisciplinary Studies. I am also  trained 
and certified as Gifted and Talented and English as a Second 
Language teacher. This summer I moved to Austin after my 
fiancé received a job transfer with Dell. This will be my first year 
at Bridge Point and I can’t wait to join the community. Prior to 
teaching at Bridge Point, I taught for two years in Frisco ISD.  

I had a tremendous time visiting Scotland this summer. Feel free to ask me all about it! I love to 
travel and would spend all of my time traveling the world if I could. I love to see and visit new 
places. One day, I hope to visit all seven continents. In my spare time, I enjoy reading 
mysteries and volunteering at the SPCA (I’m a dog lover and own a 96-pound dog named 
Franklin).   
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Welcome to our BPE Family 
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Anne Jackson— 4th Grade Teacher 
I was born and raised in South Africa. I moved to the United States in 
6th grade and have lived here since. I grew up in Plano and moved to 
Austin for college. I graduated from Southwestern University in 
Georgetown, Texas with a BA in Elementary Education and a minor in 
Special Education. My love of teaching began when I was very young. I 
started teaching children how to swim when I was 15 years old, taught 
3rd grade out of college, opened up a boutique and taught children 
how to make jewelry, and taught 4th grade with another school district. 

I am beyond thrilled to be a part of this district and Bridge Point community. In my free time, I 
enjoy working out, being out on the water, hiking, cooking, traveling, and making jewelry. I 
have 3 children(Mckenzie -10, Nicholas - 12, and Ian - 15), 2 dogs(Tucker and Daisy).  They all 
keep me very busy :) 

Rachel Steinberg— 5th Grade Teacher 
Rachel Steinberg recently moved to Austin from Washington, D.C., where 
she taught 4th grade for the past 2 years at DC Public Schools. Prior to 
entering the field of education, she dedicated her time to business 
operations, sales, and management roles in Washington, D.C. and New York 
City. In 2014, she decided to     commit to her passion - teaching - and she 
has loved every minute of it! While she spent the past 5 years living in D.C., 
Rachel grew up in a small town outside of Boston, so she stays true to her 
Boston roots when it comes to sports (go Patriots!). She loves the sunshine 
and all outdoor activities, including running, hiking, biking, paddle boarding 

and swimming. She hopes to do a half marathon this winter, and in the meantime, she can't 
wait to get to know the BPE community, and to explore all that Austin has to offer! 
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Beth Kemp—Principal Secretary 
I am the new principal’s secretary at Bridge Point Elementary. 
I enjoy working with teachers, staff, and students to make 
sure everyone has all they need to be successful.  I believe 
every staff member, parent, and child should be valued and 
treated with respect. 

I have my Master’s degree in education and have taught in the 
classroom for 10 years, as well as in a private preschool 
classroom for 6 years.  I understand the needs of teachers 

and students and will work hard to help meet any needs. 

Addie Edwards—Counselor 
I grew up in Austin and attended Bridge Point as an elementary 
student and St. Stephens for middle and high school. I earned 
my Bachelor of Science degree in Applied Learning and 
Development from the University of Texas and received my 
Master's in Guidance and Counseling from Angelo State 
University.  

I am coming to Bridge Point from Hill Elementary in Austin ISD, 
where I spent the past six years teaching kindergarten and first 

grade. In my free  time I love to travel, run, and spend time with my two dogs, Wrigley and 
Lincoln. August will mark 20 years since I first started at Bridge Point as a third grade 
student and I am so excited to be coming back as a counselor!  
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Stephanie Alejos—Special Education Teacher 

I am ecstatic to be joining the Bridge Point family as a Special 
Education teacher. Since January 2017, I have had the honor of 
serving as a 2nd grade teacher at Valley View Elementary.  Prior to 
this, I was a Special Education Teaching Assistant at VVE. Before 
these remarkable opportunities, I worked as a substitute teacher 
for three years within the Rockwall ISD. As a result of my 
exposure to various classroom settings, it became clear Special 
Education is my passion.  In addition, I honorably served 7 years 

in U.S. Military Forces. 
  
I am currently taking my last two graduate school courses this summer and will walk the stage 
in December with a Master of Arts degree in Curriculum and Instruction, Advanced 
Instructor, with specialization in Special Education Early Childhood – 12th grade. It has been 
a long and arduous journey, however I am thrilled to finally achieve this lifelong goal. I could 
not have done it without the support of my husband and two children. I have a 10-year-old 
daughter, Katelyn, and 13-year-old son, Aiden.  Katelyn will be attending Bridge Point with 
me as a 4th grader. We are a very active family and thoroughly enjoy running at Town Lake, 
doing Cross Fit, and hiking together. I am very excited for the new journey I am about to 
embark upon! I cannot wait to meet all of you.  
 
Naomi Farber—Special Education Teacher 
I was born and raised in St. Louis, MO (Go Cardinals!), where I 
graduated with a degree in Elementary Education from Webster 
University.  I hold certifications in Early Childhood—12th Grade Special 
Education, ESL, and Elementary Generalist Education, and I’ve been 
working with kiddos ranging from first grade through middle school for 
more than 12 years.  

Through meaningful and relevant activities, I am committed to providing 
differentiated, stimulating, and rigorous instruction that enables all students to feel 
connected to the material, each other, and the world around them. When I’m not in the 
classroom, I enjoy traveling, reading, exploring Austin’s diverse food offerings, binge 
watching bad TV with my sister, pretending to be crafty, and cuddling my two sweet 
kitties. I am thrilled to be part of the team at Bridge Point Elementary, and I can’t wait to 
see all that my students will accomplish this year!
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